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#7. 

The Elm Street survey area in Upper Marlboro encompasses Elm Street on 

the n o r t h , the east side of Marlboro Pike as the west boundary, and the 

north side of Main Street as the south boundary. Contained w i t h i n these 

bounds are fourteen s t ruc tu res , both dwell ings and service b u i l d i n g s , which 

cont r ibu te to the h i s t o r i c and a rch i tec tu ra l character of the area. There 

are no non-contr ibut ing bu i ld ing w i th in the defined survey area. Four of 

the dwell ings are County H is to r i c S i tes . 

Inventory 

Elm Street Survey Area 

C = Contr ibut ing 

NC • Noncontributing 

1 . (C) P.G. #79-51, Old Malboro Primary School, (ca. 1880's) , 14554 Elm 

St ree t , map 101, parcel 25. 

A one s to ry , f ive-by-two-bay gable roof frame s t ruc tu re . The 

f i v e bay south (main) facade has a one s to ry , one bay gable roof 

screened entrance vest ibu le wi th a decorative wood shingled 

pediment. Windows are 6/6 sash wi th louvered shut te rs . The 

bu i ld ing is sided with wood rough shingle and roofed wi th asphalt 

sh ing le . I t rests on a cement block foundat ion. The west gable 

end has a pro jec t ing semi-octagonal bay and an ex te r io r chimney. 

The i n t e r i o r of the bu i ld ing has been a l tered for o f f i c e use. I t 



i s s i tuated on a terraced k n o l l , overlooking schoolhouse pond, to 

i t s rear. 

This bu i ld ing is the s i te of a female school established in 1867 

by the County's f i r s t publ ic Board of School Commissioners. This 

bu i ld ing was b u i l t in the 1880's as a publ ic elementary school . 

Old photographs depict i t s vest ibule surmounted by a bel l tower, 

and two t r i angu la r dormers on i t s south roof slope. I t was 

renovated in 1921 as a residence for the pr incipal of the 

adjo in ing Marlboro High School. 

2. (C) P.G. #79-52, Old Marlboro High School, (1921, 1934) 14524 Elm 

S t ree t , map 101, parcel 25. 

A complex b u i l d i n g , with a two story ten -by - f i ve bay rectangular 

block enlarged by the addi t ion of a long two story br ick wing to 

the south ( f r on t ) facade. The o r ig ina l rectangular ca. 1921 high 

school had a south entrance and a f l a t roof with a stepped 

parapet, in the Mission s t y l e . The east , west and north facades 

of t h i s s t ruc ture are s t i l l v i s i b l e behind the present s t ruc tu re . 

The ca. 1934 br ick wing has a rectangular main block of seven 

bays, flanked by four one story three bay blocks, two to the east 

and two to the west, fo l lowing the curve of the h i l l s i d e . This 

add i t i on , in the Colonial Revival s t y l e , has a center band of 

f i v e large windows surmounted by f a n l i g h t s . Doors are 

embellished by cement archi t rave surrounds and there is a cement 
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molding along the flat parapet. The hill on which the school is 

located is terraced and overlooks school house pond, to the 

north. 

The 1934 high school is the latest in a series of schools on this 

site, beginning with the Marlboro Academy in 1835. School house 

Pond takes its name from the long history of schools there. The 

Academy originally was located in the 18th century Dr. William 

Beans house, on the site. That structure burned in 1855, and a 

new Academy was built. In 1908 the Academy entered into an 

agreement with the County's Board of Education whereby the 

property would be used as a public high school. The Mission 

style high school built in 1921 to replace the old Academy 

building is still visible above the roofline of the present 1934 

structure. The building is now owned by the County and used as 

offices. 

3. (C) Jenkins House, (ca. late 19th c.) 14518 Elm Street, map 101, 

parcel 158. 

A two story frame, side gable building with a center front cross 

gable on its south (main) facade. The center entrance is 

sheltered by a hipped roof, three bay screened entranch porch. 

Windows are 2/2 sash with side board surrounds. The house is 

covered with asbestos shingle, the roof with asphalt shingle. 

There is no cornice, but there are overhanging eaves. There are 
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one bay east and west gable ends and an extended north (rear) 

roof slope, as well as a gable roof rear wing. A diamond window 

is centered in the front cross gable. A corbelled brick chimney 

rises at the roof ridge, above the f i r s t bay. 

The house is signif icant for i t s late 19th century Vic i tor ian 

vernacular architecture. Features such as i ts roofline with 

center front cross gable, diamond window, entrance porch, 

fenestration and building height contribute to the character of 

the survey area. Set close to the street on a curve in the road, 

i t is an especially noticeable landmark. 

4. (C) Emily Hi l l House, (ca. early 20th c ) , 14510 Elm Street, map 101, 

parcel 144. 

A one story, front gable frame dwelling of three-by-two bays, 

covered with aluminum siding. Entrance is in the f i r s t bay of 

the two bay gable end. I t is sheltered by a one bay, gable roof 

screened porch of recent construction. Windows are 6/1 double-

hung-sash. There is a wide raking board and a boxed covering of 

the rafter ends. The roof is covered with asphalt shingle, a 

brick chimney rises from the roof ridge. The house is set below 

street leve l , reached by several cement steps down from the 

sidewalk. 
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Although altered by the addition of aluminum siding, this modest 

dwelling contributes to the architectural character of the survey 

area. I ts roof l ine, setback, old construction materials and 

fenestration ident i fy i t as a turn-of-the century vernacular 

dwelling. I ts small scale, set on a small town lot reinforce the 

nature of Elm street as a quite side street. 

5. (C) (ca. late 19th early 20th c.) 14506 Elm Street, map 101, parcel 

146. 

A two story, frame three-by-one bay side gable building with a 

one story lean-to addition across the north (rear). There is 

central entrance in the three-bay south (main) facade, sheltered 

by a gable roofed one-bay screened porch. Windows are 6/6 

double-hung sash. There are only two second level windows on the 

main facade, very small and set just below the roof l ine. There 

is no cornice, only a plain raking board. The gable ends are 

unfenestrated save for a rectangular window in the upper west 

gable. The building is covered with aluminum siding and has an 

asphalt shingle roof. An exterior brick chimney rises at the 

east corner of the rear facade. The house is set below street 

level and is reached by several cement steps down from the 

sidewalk. 

Like 14510 Elm Street, this dwelling is signif icant for i ts 

vernacular architecture and i ts small scale, set on a town l o t . 



6. (C) P.G. #79-19b, Jarboe-Bowie House, (ca . 1852), 14505 Elm S t ree t , 

map 101, parcel 151. 

A County H is to r ic S i t e , t h i s two story gable roof frame s t ructure 

of three-by- three bays is square in p lan . The three bay south 

(main) facade has entrance in the f i r s t bay, though a six-panel 

door wi th seven- l ight transom and f o u r - l i g h t s i d e l i g h t s . The 

three bay shed roof entrance porch has Doric columns. There are 

6/6 windows at f i r s t level and 3/3 windows at second l e v e l . The 

second level windows are smal l , set j us t below the boxed corn ice. 

The main facade is German sided, the rest of the bu i ld ing covered 

wi th aluminum s id ing . The roof is wood shingled, the foundation 

a combination of br ick and cement block. Two i n t e r i o r br ick 

chimneys f lank the gable r idge on the east gable end. 

This dwel l ing was b u i l t by Reuben Bunnel l , a Marlboro carpenter 

responsible for other dwell ings in the area, including the house 

at 14500 Elm St reet . The house was inhabited by Wil l iam A. 

Jarboe, Register of Wells and Clerk of the Courts, from 1852-62. 

The bu i ld ing is an excel lent example of ca. 1850's vernacular 

a rch i tec ture with local in te rp re ta t ions of Greek Revival 

s t y l i s t i c elements. I t contr ibutes both h i s t o r i c a l l y and 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y to the survey area. 

7. (C) P.G. #79-19a, Turner House, (ca. 1850-55), 14500 Elm St ree t , map 

101, parcel 148. 
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A County H is to r i c S i t e , th i s two-and-one-half story frame, gable 

roof s t ructure has a rectangular plan with a one story west wing. 

The three bay south (main) facade has entrance in the f i r s t bay, 

sheltered by a one bay porch with a pedimented gable roof 

supported on ten-sided hollow wood p i l l a r s . Windows are 6/6 sash 

wi th louvered shu t te rs . The bu i ld ing is sided with whi te-painted 

asphalt shingle and has an asphalt shingle roof and a boxed 

returned corn ice. I n t e r i o r chimneys f lank the gable ridge on the 

east gable end. The west gable end of the main block has the two 

bay, one story gable roofed wing, with two high i n t e r i o r br ick 

chimneys f lank ing the roof ridge on i t s west gable end. A ca. 

1980 sun porch is on the north (rear) side of the wing. 

The house was b u i l t by Reuben Bunnel l , an Upper Marlboro 

carpenter, also responsible for 14505 Elm St ree t . Thomas J . 

Turner occupied the house soon a f te r i t was b u i l t , and owned i t 

through 1891. Turner founded and published the Planter 's 

Advocate, a pro-south newspaper. Restored by i t s present owner, 

the house is a f i ne exmaple of ca. 1850's vernacular a rch i tec tu re 

wi th Greek Revival s t y le elements. I t is a landmark on i t s 

corner l o t . 

8. (C) P.G. #79-18, Digges-Sasscer House, 14507 Elm Street , map 101, 

parcel 153. 
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A County Historic S i te , th is two story gable roofed frame 

dwelling is five-by-two bays with a facade-wide entrance shelter­

ing the central entrance on the north (main) facade. The windows 

are 2/2 sash with black louvered shutters. The cornices are 

returned in the gable ends, and there are two internal chimneys 

at the roof ridge. The house is covered with horizontal wood 

siding and rests on a brick foundation. I t is covered by a new 

cedar shake roof. A four bay, gable roofed wing extends south 

from the rear of the main block. Part of this wing probably 

pre-dates the main house. 

This house has always been occupied by prominant Prince George's 

c i t izens. The two area lot was purchased in 1843 by Daniel C. 

Digges, a lawyer appointed to the County Court, and later to the 

Maryland House of Delegates. Digges bu i l t the main section of 

the house, incorporating the older south wing. William A. 

Jarboe, owner of 14505 Elm Street, owned i t from 1860 to 1882. 

I t was acquired by the Sasscer family in 1887 and remains in 

the i r possession. The house is an excellent example of ca. 

1840's vernacular architecture with Greek Revival sy l is t ic 

deta i ls . I ts history and architectural features contribute to 

the character of the survey area, as does i ts sett ing. The house 

is set on a two-and-one-half acre lot shaded by mataure trees and 

encircled by a board fence with front and rear brick gate posts. 

I t has several 19th century frame outbuildings, including a 

two-by-two bay, white-painted frame stable with a wood shingled 



gable roof, fronting on Marlboro Pike. The spacious yard and 

19th century outbuildings contribute to a setting that has not 

changed significantly since the late 19th and early 20th 

century. 

9. (C) (ca. 1930's) 14515 Elm Street, map 101, pacel 154. 

This one story rectangular, side gable structure is set on a high 

cement foundation. Of three-by-three bays, windows are 6/1 sash, 

some double. The center entrance on the north (main) facade is 

sheltered by a gable roof screened entrance porch. The building 

has an asphalt shingle gable roof and is covered with horizontal 

wood siding. 

The building is significant for its bungalow style architecture 

and for its setting. Set back from the road on a large, tree-

shaded lot, it contributes to the character of the survey area. 

10. (C) P.G. #79-17, Trelawn, (ca. 1870's) 14519 Elm Street, map 101, 

parcel 161. 

A County H is to r i c S i t e , t h i s is a three section frame house, the 

main block a two-and-one-half s tory gabled roofed s t ruc tu re wi th 

returned bracketed cornice and a rouhd-arched window at l e f t 

level in the north gable rnd . Entrance is a wide door wi th 

transom and s ide l i gh ts in the east bay of t h i s north gable end, 

PG: 79-19 



PG: 79-19 

sheltered by a hipped roof porch on chamfered posts. The former 

entrance is a double door in the t h i r d bay of the east facade. 

The house is covered wi th hor izontal wood siding and has an 

asphalt shingle roo f . Windows are 6/6 sash with wood s i l l s and 

green lourved shu t te rs . Two i n t e r i o r chimneys f lank the gable 

r idge between second and t h i r d bays on the east and west facades. 

A two s to ry , three bay wing extends to the south, and from i t a 

one s to ry , gable roofed kitchen wing forms the southern-most 

element. 

The house was b u i l t in the 1870's by Joseph Kent Roberts, J r . , a 

lawyer in Upper Marlboro. A hotel formerly stood on the s i t e , 

and some decorative elements of the house are from t h i s e a r l i e r 

b u i l d i n g . The house has elements of I t a l i ona te and Greek Revival 

s t y l e s , and the main block has a plan t yp ica l of the residences 

of successful p lan te rs , merchants and professionals b u i l t in the 

County from the 1840's through the 1860's. 

Set on a k n o l l , on a three-and-one-half acre, tree shaded l o t , 

the se t t ing and arch i tec tu re of the house contr ibute to the 

character of the survey area. 

(C) P.G. #79-55, Owens-Dyer House, (ca. 1915), 14508 Main S t ree t , map 

101, parcel 186. 

1 1 . 



A two story hipped roof frame dwelling of four-by-four bays, with 

entrance in the f i r s t bay of the east facade, which fronts on a 

service alley off the north side of Main Street. The hipped roof 

entrance porch wraps around the north, east, and south sides of 

the house, resting on Doric columns. Windows are 1/1 sash with 

black louvered shutters. The house is covered with narrow 

horizontal wood siding and rests on a cement-parged brick 

foundation. There are two-story, semi-octagonal bays at the 

northeast and southwest corners of the house. 

The house is signif icant as an excellent example of an early 

twentieth century suburban dwelling, constructed in a simplif ied 

version of the Queen Ann s ty le . I t was bu i l t by Claude H. Owens, 

an employeee of the Bank of Southern Maryland at Main and Elm 

streets in Upper Marlboro. 

Set on a knoll overlooking Main Street, surrounded by mature 

trees and a white wooden picket fence, the architecture and 

sett ing of the house contribute to the character of the survey 

area. 

12. (C) (ca. 1920's), 14504 Main Street, map 101, parcel 183. 

A one story, rectangular dwelling with a hipped slate roof, 

constructed of yellow brick. Of three-by-three bays, the 

facades, are marked by large t r i p l e 1/1 windows with wide board 
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surrounds. A wide f r i eze land runds around the bu i ld ing beneath 

overhanging eaves. The south (main) facade has a hipped roo f , 

two bay entrance bay, wi th entrance through glass s l i d i n g doors 

surmounted by a long , s i n g l e - l i g h t transom. 

The house is s i g n i f i c a n t fo r i t s bungalow arch i tec tura l s t y le and 

fo r i t s a t t r a c t i v e use of b r i c k , wood and s late ma te r i a l s . I t i s 

set on a k n o l l , surrounded by high everygreen bushes. I t s 

arch i tec ture and se t t i ng a feature cont r ibu t ing to the character 

of the survey area. 

13. (C) (ca. 1920's) 14500 Main S t ree t , map 101, parcel 182. 

A one story frame, side gable s t r u c t u r e , set on a high cement 

foundat ion, on a corner l o t . Of three-by- four bays, entrance is 

in the center bay of the three bay south (main) facade, through 

double m u l t i - l i g h t doors. The entrance is sheltered by a two bay 

gable roof screened porch. Windows are 6/6 sash wi th wide board 

surrounds. Some are double. The roof is asphalt sh ing led , the 

house covered wi th German s i d i ng . 

The house is s i g n i f i c a n t fo r i t s bungalow arch i tec tura l s t y l e . 

Set on a large corner l o t wi th mature f lower ing t r e e s , i t s 

arch i tec ture and se t t ing cont r ibute to the character of the 

survey area. 
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The block bounded by Elm Street on the north and Main Street on 

the south is bisected by a service alley, also a contributing 

feature to the survey area. The alley is lined by 19th and early 

20th century frame service buildings, wood fencing, trees and 

bushes. The spacious green setting, winding land and view of 

19th and early 20th century dwellings and service buildings is 

unique in the County. 
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